The Ornithological Society of New Zealand

Robert Falla Memorial Award 
KERRY-JAYNE WILSON

The award was announced at The Ornithological Society of New Zealand Annual General Meeting in Tauranga and presented at the Penguin Symposium in Oamaru in July 2012. 

This award acknowledged the work of Kerry-Jayne Wilson in the field of ornithology and her contributions to the work of the society over many years.

In the course of her work with Lincoln University and in much of her own time, Kerry-Jayne has worked tirelessly to clarify the biology and status of native bird species in New Zealand. Her ornithological compass has been unusually broad and diverse. It has extended from oceanic petrels in remote insular and mainland contexts to terrestrial species of coastal, forest and alpine environments. Whatever and wherever her species of interest, she has exemplified the virtues of researching, recording and reporting systematically. She possesses the instinct and ability of the natural historian, all too rare in the scientific community now, to interpret her knowledge and discoveries for specialist and lay audiences alike, in terms and language accessible to all.
Kerry-Jayne’s ornithological research has been driven by a strong conservation imperative which is explicit in her teaching, mentoring and publications. Crucially, this interest has resonated with generations of students at Lincoln University and elsewhere, thus securing the future of ornithological research by making it relevant and worthwhile as a discipline. In addition, she encouraged her students to publish the results of their research so that it became more available to the wider ornithological community.

The Flight of the Huia (2004) was the first book to present a history of faunal change in New Zealand and a review of the ecology and conservation of those animals. The Flight of the Huia achieved the difficult task of writing comprehensive science for the informed general public without detracting from its value as a scholastic reference book. It is recommended to students of vertebrate ecology and to practicing ecologists and conservation biologists who are interested in the birds, bats and other beasts of New Zealand.
More than 10 years ago, Kerry-Jayne recognised the need for a concerted, collaborative approach for New Zealand Pigeon protection and enhancement on Banks Peninsula. She therefore played a leading role in establishing the Kaupapa Kereru programme, which brought together Ngai Tahu, Lincoln University, Department of Conservation, Landcare Research, and the Banks Peninsula community. Kerry-Jayne has been a visionary leader for this New Zealand Pigeon research bringing together the key players and the community to support the species’ vitality on Banks Peninsula well into the future.
In doing this she supervised Post-Graduate and Post-Doctoral research projects on: 
· seasonal food preferences, 
· radio telemetry analysis of New Zealand Pigeon spatial movement, 
· predator impacts, cat ecology and New Zealand Pigeon, and 
· community-based New Zealand Pigeon surveys
This led to the discovery that exotic plants, in particular Tree Lucerne, play an important role as New Zealand Pigeon food and that the species is seemingly able to raise chicks on plant foliage, and is not obligated to higher-quality foods such as fruit, as has been published in previous studies.
 
Kerry-Jayne has recently taken this community role to the West Coast where she has been founding trustee, chair and scientific advisor to the West Coast Blue Penguin Trust. She maintains active connections as ornithological advisor to other trusts and community initiatives throughout New Zealand.

Her contributions to the society have included:
· 1990 Member local organising committee 20th International Ornithological Congress
· 1997-2003 South Island Vice President

· 2001- 2004 Convenor Scientific Committee
In addition to time served on Council Kerry-Jayne has made a significant contribution to the Society by being the author and organiser for the State of New Zealand Bird reports 2005 to 2009.  From 2001-2010 Kerry-Jayne was the OSNZ representative on the Australasian Ornithological Conference organising committee. In addition she chaired the organising committee of the Blenheim AOC in 2005.
